Poetry:
Terms and Examples

Stanza: 
Enjambment :

Rhyme Scheme:

Imagery:

Tone:

Simile:

Metaphor:

Personification:

Symbolism:

Hyperbole:

Irony:

Analysis of Poetry
When we are reading poetry, we want to analyze it to determine the underlying meaning of the story.  The poet wrote the poem for a reason; it is our job to discover the mystery behind the poem. There are four simple steps to help analyze a poem

Step 1: Read the poem for enjoyment

Step 2: Make sure you know the meaning of every word


Denotation:


Connotation:

Step 3: Analyze each sentence

When analyzing, annotate in the margin of the poem

Step 4: Synthesize the information


Take all of the information that you have from the individual sentences and put it together to come up with a meaning to the poem

My Papa's Waltz


Theodore Roethke

The whiskey on your breath

Could make a small boy dizzy;

But I hung on like death:

Such waltzing was not easy.

We romped until the pans

Slid from the kitchen shelf;

My mother's countenance

Could not unfrown itself.

The hand that held my wrist

Was battered on one knuckle;

At every step you missed

My right ear scraped a buckle.

You beat time on my head

With a palm caked hard by dirt,

Then waltzed me off to bed

